HUNTING, FISHING &0

(,ncs:\\mfc‘dum ;

GASCONADE &

county NCPUDHCATL ¢

April 10,2024 | Pages 1B-16B: .
R M

\;kgi
A Jid &gy B A, e RS b




Spr].ng Fever WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 2024 B PAGE 2B GAS%%%Q?ERepub]jcan

THE 2024 Owensville Area Youth Turkey Competition, held Saturday and Sunday, had 105 hunters sign up for this years event, with 38 turkeys checked in. Held during Missouri's
Youth Turkey Season at the Owensville Gun Club, the competition is run by Josh Geisler of Geisler's Firearms and Archery. First place this year went to Cameron Ryerson of Ow-
ensville, second place went to Macklin Neigh of Sullivan and Kwinton Green of Belle took third. The winners photographs with their turkeys can be found on page 15B. Other
youth turkey photos can be found on pages 8B, 9B, 12B, 13B and 16B. Pictured on the cover weighing his turkey for the competition is Easton Geisler. He is the son of Katia
Geisler of Owensville. Easton’s turkey weighed 23.5 Ibs with a 9.25 inch beard. More youth turkey photos will appear in next week’s Republican. The next event will be Youth Deer
Season on November 2 and 3. For more information visit Facebook @ Owensville area youth deer and turkey hunting competition.
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Gasconade County tops MDC changes turkey regulations
harvest with 92 turkeys for fall hunting

n BY JOE JEREK The Commission gave initial approval to
ta ke n d u rl n g yo uth Mo. Dept. of Conservation the regulation changes at its December open
meeting. The changes were then open for public

JEFFERSON CITY — The Missouri Depart- comment from Feb. 2 through March 2. MDC

We e ke n d mentofConservation(MDC)announceschanges  received about 40 comments with most pertain-
ing to the removal of turkeys

to turkey hunting regula-

BY JOE JEREK tions for the fall seasons. from archery hunting permits.
Mo. Dept. of Conservation The Missouri Conservation The Commission previously
Commission gave final approved MDC changes to
JEFFERSON CITY — Preliminary data from the Missouri Department of approval to the changes at shooting hours for the regular
Conservation (MDC) shows that young turkey hunters in Missouri harvested its April 5 open meeting spring turkey season. Shoot-
3,721 birds over the past youth weekend, April 6 and 7. Top harvest counties in Rolla. ing hours are extended for
were Gasconade with 92 birds harvested, Osage with 90, and Franklin with 89. The approved changes private land only from a half-
Young hunters checked 2,550 birds during the 2023 spring youth weekend. to fall turkey hunting will hour before sunrise to sunset.
“Favorable morning weather appears to have more than made up for reducethe harvestlimit from Shooting hours on public land
some windy afternoons this year,” said MDC Turkey Biologist Nick Oakley. four to two birds of either sex will remain a half-hour before
“Youth harvest increased by more than a thousand birds compared to the and will now require both sunriseto 1 p.m. These changes
2023 youth season and was the highest harvest total since 2017. Successively fall firearms turkey hunters are effective for the Spring
better hatches over the last several years have helped the turkey population and fall archery turkey hunt- 2024 turkey season. The annual
stabilize and hunters are starting to see the results of that in the field. erstopurchase a fall turkey- youth spring turkey hunting
Get more harvest information by county at extra.mdc.mo.gov/widgets/ hunting permit. Turkeys will portion will continue to have
harvest table/. no longer be included in the archery-deer permit.  extended shooting hours from a half-hour before
The regular spring turkey season runs April 15 through May 5. For more According to MDC, the changes to fall turkey  sunrise to sunset for both public and private land.
information on spring turkey hunting in Missouri, visitmdc.mo.gov/hunting- hunting regulations aim to reduce the fall harvest Learn more about turkey hunting in Missouri
trapping/species/turkey.tion on turkey hunting in Missouri, visitmdc.mo.gov/ while maintaining as much opportunity for hunt-  atmdc.mo.gov/hunting-trapping/species/turkey.
hunting-trapping/species/turkey. ers as possible.
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Mid-Mo Fishing tournament

The Mid-Mo Fishing team held a tournament on March 9 at
Peaceful Valley Lake. Luke Karg (photo top left) took first place
with 9.47 pounds and a big bass of 4.06 Ibs. In second place with
7.08 Ibs was AJ Massa (not pictured). Tyler Litton (photo, second
from left) with 7.05 lbs was the third place finisher. Also pictured
with their catches from the tournament are (pictured clockwise
from top center) Cody Lenauer, Jacob Alexander, Kaleb Neal,
Blake Alexander, Quinton Goben and Branden Lenauer. The
groups next tournament is scheduled for April 6. For more in-
foramtion, or how to join the team contact Kyle Meyer at 573-
437-2522
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Whether you're enjoying the roar of an eﬁgine on a tight turn or
dropping a line in your favorite fishing hole...it's your getaway.
Shelter’s boat insurance lets you relax and enjoy the ride. Ask your

agent about our competitive rates and coverage options. Let us
quote your boat - or personal watercraft.

It’s youv getaway, and it’s important to you.
Let us help you Shelter it.

KYLE MEYER acent
1210 W. Hwy. 28, Ste. B,
(next to Orschelns)
Owensville, MO 65066
Bus: (573) 437-2522
KyleMeyer@Shelterlnsurance.com
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OUTDOORS IN THE OZARKS

An enticing skirt, a deadly blade

Itwastwo o’clockinthe afternoon before
we got to the lake, and it was up a little but
notmuch. The water was just a little murky,
but there was still a few feet or so of vis-
ibility in it. That’s
about perfect for a
big spinner-bait. If
you fish small spin-
ners and light line,
clear water is fine,
but if you are after
a brawling, broad-
sided bass, and the
spinner blade is
about the size of a
spoon you use to ‘
serve mashed pota- é ,
toes with, a little bit

of murkiness in the by I_AR RY DAB I. E M

water 1s fine.

R -

places where you can’t actually see what is
there. I don’t know what a bass thinks that
spinner-bait is, but you make him like the
idea of eating it, by causing the blade to
throb and the skirt
to undulate. You
make it look alive,
like something with
a fishy taste to it.
There are all
kinds of spinner-
baits today, and
blades of a vari-
ety of colors and
shapes. Apparently
my gold willow
- leaf variety was
N what they wanted
o NT  that day last week.
I had just retrieved

I pulled a yel-
low and white skirt with two large gold
willow-leaf spinners out of my tackle box,
and I put a trailer hook on the main hook.
I added a strip of white pork rind on the
main hook below the trailer, so the trailer
hook wouldn’t come off, and it made the
whole thing look even more delectable.
When you get through with that you have
about three-quarters of an ounce of lure to
cast. With that [ was using an Ambassadeur
4500 casting reel and 14-pound line, on a
medium-heavy graphiterod. Ofcourse, such
arigisn’t meant for enjoying the resistance
of small fish. You are hoping to attract a
largemouth of lunker proportions, and you
are looking for himin brushy water, back up
in a cove which is full of timber, or maybe
in that cove halfway out to the main lake.

And of course, I caught five bass in
the first hour from 12- to 15- inches long.
That is better than nothing, but I am one
of those lunker-busters. I want a hog... a
slab-sided frog eater! Smaller bass would
have been great fun on a spinning outfit
with eight-pound line but in the brush we
were fishing, that kind of gear is too light.
They were out away from the bank in six
or eight feet of water, and to get to them, I
was hanging up on occasion, then working
to get that lure loose.

It happens that way when you fish a
spinner-bait the size of a bird’s nest in that
kind of water. You don’t just cast it and
retrieve it. You vibrate that blade, you lift it
and you drop it and you let it fall and flutter
into water where there are logs and limbs.
You try to tantalize a bass, get him to rise
up from the brushpile hideout where he
lurks and come after that spinner bait. You
use your rod tip, you feel your lure through

the lure from an
underwater limb, and made another cast
ahead of me, when between two upright
trees, I felt it hit another limb. I lifted it

FIREARMS
AND
ARGHERY

SALES

373-292~0756

quickly and felt it stop and give just a little.
Then in a split second I saw it move, away
and down. I set the hook hard and the bass,
only eight or ten feet from the boat, didn’t
give an inch. A hog! Finally I had attracted
a bass worthy of the gear I was using. He
just stripped a foot or so of line against my
drag, then came back below me, arcing
the rod like a catfish on a cane pole. It was
fun... at times like that I remember why I
like to fish for bass.

No, itisn’tquite alongthe lines of dueling
afour-pound smallmouth inacurrent below
ariver shoal, butabig largemouth bass with
amouth that will easily hold a softball, and
abelly wide and heavy with eggs, will make
you forget there is any work left undone at
home. I foughthim,and [ won. Many times [
have hooked bass of that size and they have
won the struggle, but last week it was my
turn. [ hefted him, actually a ‘her’ and my
partner took a couple of pictures. The bass
was a little better than 21 inches long, and

=

Stay Safe this Spring on the Farm!

Spring brings new growth and new hazards.
Remember to watch out for electrical lines
while working the fields.

Keep your distance and stay alert. Safety first, always!

Three Rivers
Electric Cooperative

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative RT

With offices in Linn and Brazito ¢ 573-644-9000 e threeriverselectric.com

you can guess it’s weight by going to my
website (www.larrydablemontoutdoors.
blogspot.com) and looking at the photo.

The lake was a place of solitude that day
in midweek. There wasn’t a boatto be seen,
not an unnatural sound to be heard. I don’t
fish lakes which are heavy on development,
and I don’t fish on weekends because there
are too many boats on the water, often
because of the tournament crowds. I like
being out there alone when I can be, where
you can’tsee anything but water and woods
around you. And with those conditions,
every now and then...

Read more of my outdoor news and
columns on larrydablemontoutdoors. Email
me at lightninridge47@gmail.com. Our
river trip on the Big Piney will be April 20
and the Truman Lake pontoon trip will be
April 27. Call and talk too my secretary,
Ms. Wiggins, if you want to go along, or
get more information. The office phone is
417-777-5227.
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Mushroom
hunting tips

Available April

11 in person
SPRING ¢

BY FRANCIS SKALICKY

Missouri Department of Conservation I N T o

ASH GROVE, Mo. —Morels and some
other types of mushrooms that are found
in the outdoors can be a tasty addition to
the dinner table. However, there are also
mushrooms that should be avoided.

People can get information on how to
tell edible mushrooms from mushrooms
you should steer clear of at the Missouri
Department of Conservation (MDC) pro-
gram “Learning to Hunt: Mushrooms.” :
This program will be 6-7:30 p.m. on April = .. —
11 atMDC’s Andy Dalton Shooting Range iy & v
and Outdoor Education Center and will L4
have virtual and in-person options for
attendance. MDC’s Andy Dalton Shoot-

ing Range and Outdoor Education Center APR MO
is located at 4897 Greene County Farm FOR
Road 61.

People can register for the virtual at-
tendance option at:

https://mdc-event-web.s3licensing.
com/Event/EventDetails/197170

People can register for the in-person
attendance option at:

https://mdc-event-web.s3licensing.
com/Event/EventDetails/197168

Atthe April 11 program, MDC Outdoor
Education Center Specialist Ali Cannefax
will provide tips on how to find and identify
edible mushrooms. Morel mushrooms are
a popular spring mushroom and will be
included among the mushrooms Cannefax
will discuss.

Though this program is free, registra-

tion is required to participate. Use the link 28 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

above. Registrants must provide an e-mail,

so aprogram link can be sent to them. This ALBION, IL COLUMBIA, MO HERMANN, MO MOSCOW MILLS, MO  SCOTT CITY, MO UNION, MO
program willinclude a chat-based question- 618-445-3676 573-476-0730 573-486-3204 636-366-9400 573-335-0192 636-888-0390
and-answer period where participants can ANNA, IL CURRYVILLE, MO JERSEYVILLE, IL NORRIS CITY, IL ST. CHARLES, MO WATERLOO, IL
. . 618-202-5990 573-594-6493 618-498-5504 618-378-2194 636-493-0288 618-939-6717
interact with the presenters.
. BENTON, IL DUTZOW, MO KIRKSVILLE, MO PALMYRA, MO STE. GENEVIEVE, MO WAYNE CITY, IL

People can stay informed about up- 618-435-4430 636-433-2256 660-665-1500 573-769-2112 573-883-5703 618-895-3130
coming programs at MDC’s Andy Dalton CARTERVILLE, IL FARMINGTON, MO  MACON, MO ROCHEPORT, MO STEELEVILLE, IL
Range and Outdoor Education Center and 618-993-8546 573-756-2088 660-385-2177 573-446-3030 618-965-3475
other nearby MDC facilities by siening u CHILLICOTHE, MO FLORA, IL MEXICO, MO SALISBURY, MO TIPTON, MO

Y Yy signngup 660-646-5493 618-622-4444 573-581-5900 660-388-6166 660-433-5596

for text alerts and e-mail bulletins. People
who have questions about upcoming events
or how to sign up for text alerts from the

Dalton Range can call 417-742-4361. m
Staff at MDC facilities across the state S N P a rt n e r s C o m PARTNERS
areholding in-person and virtual programs. ° JOHN DEERE SYDENSTRICKER

A hStmg of these programs can be found *offer valid thru 4/26/2024. Some restrictions apply, see dealer for details. NOBBE
at mdc.mo.gov/events.
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SHOPHIADWYER, 11, holdsturkey she harvestedduring gy | |E BRINKER proudly displaysthe turkeyshe harvested GEORGE VANDEGRIFFE, 15, of Owensville killed this
the Spring Youth Turkey Season. This was her first turkey. 4 yring Spring Youth Turkey Season. Sheis 6 years-oldand  bird April 7 in the Spring Youth Turkey Season. The turkey

The turkey weighed 25 Ibs. and sported a 10.5"beard. She  yhe qaugther of Kinsey and Adam Brinker of Bland. The ~ was 26 lbs. with 1.5 inch spurs and an 11 inch beard. He
Is the daughter of Alex and MyLe Dwyer of Gerald. bird weighed 24 Ibs. is the son of Jason and Jessica Vandegriffe.
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At B&H Well Drilling, we are passionate about provic
Energy to Central Missouri. We take pride in being
you with Missouri’s most precio

 Complete Water Well System
 Geothermal Wells & Piping
 Waterlines Installed

3573-455-9111 157 MARI OSA DELTA LANE, JEF




Spring Fever

WED., APRIL 10, 2024 B PAGE 9B COUNTY

. OUTDODODRS

| ; ». Z"'Ha
s iR sl A MWL : HUNTING BLINDS
ASPEN VANDEGRIFFE poses with her first 25 pound turkey taken in during Spring ])()“11{‘&-';(2}“;-

Youth Turkey Season. Aspen is 8 years-old. She is pictured with Trent Kinsey, her uncle.
She is the daughter of Jeremy and Tiffany Vandegriffe from Belle.

& PUMP SERVICE

ling PURE WELL WATER and EFFICIENT Geothermal
a 3rd generation drilling company that will supply
us natural resource, “WATER.”

S e Cattle Waterers

* Pump Sales & Services
 Well Inspections P Y
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A DOE and her fawn
(photo left) stop to

SPECIAL BUY: e K ST W
FREE TOOL! —_—

meanders through an
Milwaukee M18 Fuel 2-Tool
Cordless String Trimmer/Blower
Combo Kit — Complete

open field.
18V Li-lon System Model# 3000-21

QUICK-LOK Pole Saw
Attachment FREE .

& Qg _—7$170

Value

PHOTOS BY DAVE
MARNER

Model# 49-16-2720 8=~ Limited supply in stock

Your most important piece of gear
is the one that gets you there!

Go Further

iny
i

/ Call 573-486-3113 for your No-Obligation
LB | . Price Quote from our Internet Department.

HERMANN FORD

614 Market Street - Hermann, MO 65041
573-486-3113 - www.HermannFord.com
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2482 Hwy. 50 * Rosebud, MO 63091

973-764-3600 or 314-604-2094
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Missouri angler catches world record-sized bighead carp

JILL PRITCHARD
Mo. Dept. of Conservation

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — The Mis-
souri Department of Conservation (MDC)
confirms George Chance of Festus is the
latest state record holder after catching
a massive 97-pound bighead carp from
the Mississippi River. Chance was bank
fishing for catfish with a bottom-bouncing
crankbait when he hooked into the fish
March 19. The previous pole-and-line state
record was an 80-pound fish caught from
the Lake of the Ozarks in 2004.

“You kind of know what a fish is once

you hook into it based on how it fights,”
Chance said. “It was moving pretty slow
and I originally thought it could be a
flathead.”

Chance was fighting with the fish for
around 20 minutes before he finally got it
onto the shore.

“The more it fought, I saw it’s tail and
knew it was some type of carp,” herecalled.
“I was able to hook him with a hay hook in
order to get him out of the water. It looked
to be 50 or 60 pounds at least.”

Chance took the monster fish to anearby
recycling center to use their scale, which
prompted him to call his local conserva-
tion agent.

“They told me it was a state record, and
I'said, “You’ve got to be kidding me!””, he
laughed. “Then later they said ‘It’s not just
a state record, it’s a world record!” and I
said “You’ve got to be kidding me!” I had
no idea this would happen would I woke
up that morning.”

Chance’s catch is the third state record
fish recorded for 2024. The fish also beats
the current bighead carp pole-and-line
world record of 90-pounds.

“I chopped up the fish and put it in my
garden,” Chance said. “I’'m going to eat it
in the form of tomatoes and cucumbers.”

Chance also noted the carp was full
of eggs and likely would have spawned

GEORGE CHANCE of Festus was bank
fishing from the Mississippi River March
19 when he reeled in a monster 97-pound
bighead carp. The fish not only beats the
previous state record of 80 pounds, but
beats the current pole-and-line world
record weight of 90-pounds.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GEORGE CHANCE

“Three-fourths of the Earth’s surface is water, and
one-fourthis land. It is quite clear that the good Lord
intended us to spend triple the amount of time fishing

as taking care of the lawn.”

—Chuck Clark

“There are only two occasions when Americans respect
privacy. Those are prayer and fishing.”

—Herbert Hoover

“I only make movies to finance my fishing.”
—Lee Marvin, American actor

this spring. Bighead carp are an invasive
fish from Asia. MDC encourages people
to harvest carp to help remove them from
Missouri waters.

Missouri state record fish are recognized
in two categories: pole-and-line and alter-
native methods.

Alternative methods include trotline,
throwline, limb line, bank line, jug line,
gig, bow, crossbow, underwater spearfish-
ing, snagging, snaring, grabbing, or atlatl.
For more information on state record fish,
visit http://short.mdc.mo.gov/ZCp.

Get Your ATV

ready for HUNTING SEASON

=2 XL s ATVS/UTVs » Motorcycles
: ¢ Side-by-Sides

e Go Carts ¢ Golf Carts

ORI PO

Service & Repair

Kirk Terrill ~ 30+ Years Experience

1490 Hwy. 28 ¢ Bland, Mo.
2 Miles West of Owensville on Hwy. 28 at The Canaan Pawn complex

or UTV

. 573.789.6593 @)

OWENSVILLEIGUN|CLUE

1515 Highway 28 W - PO Box 518 - Owensville, MO 65066

2024 Event Schedule

Sporting Clays: 9Am-2PM
Field Captain: Shane Achterberg
573-263-0021
Sunday, April 14
Sunday, June 2
Sunday, July 14
Sunday, Aug. 4
Sunday, Sept. 8
Sunday, Oct. 20
Shotgun Triathlon: 9Am-2pPm
Sunday, May 5
Sunday, Oct. 6
50 Bird/Trap Derby: 6Pm
Field Captain: Glenn Oder
573-764-3220
Held every Monday, April 1
thru Sept. 30, except May 27
and Sept. 2

Trap Practice — Tuesday, 4:00PM ~ Field Captain: Glenn Oder 573-301-6475
Skeet — Every Thursday, 5:00pM ~ Adam Southerland 573-259-3223

NRA HP Rifle Match:
Field Captain: Mark Ehlert
573-569-0614

Sign up 8Am Start 8:30AM;
Sunday, May 12
Sunday, June 9
Sunday, Aug. 11
Sunday, Sept. 8

CMP vintage Rifle, M1 Garand
& Carbine: 9Am-3:30PM Field Captain,
Jim Miller 636-583-8613:
Sat., April 6 - CMP Appreciation & Awards
Sunday, April 21*
Sunday, May 19*
Sunday, June 23*
Sunday, Aug. 18*
Sunday, Sept. 15%
Sunday, Oct. 6*
*M1 for Vets Presentation at 08:00 Av;
Field Captain: John Colombo 314-604-3005

Board Meetings: Thursdays, April 4, June 20, Sept. 12 & Nov. 7

President: Glenn Oder 573-764-3220
Vice Pres.: Adam Southerland 573-259-3223
Secretary/ Treas: Linda Thiedke

CHECK OUR WEB SITE FOR UPDATES: www.OwensvilleGunClub.org

NOTE: The Club requests that members who have moved or changed their mailing
address to please notify the club by mail at: 0GC, PO Box 518, Owensville, MO 65066
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WITH PATIENCE Keever Schaning (left), 7, and his sister Lydia, 10, from Owensville, both harvested turkeys opening  KLINT MEYER, 6, took this first gobbler on Sunday. Klint
day of youth season on their grandparents farm in Owensville. Keever’s bird measured with a 10 inch beard, 1inch i< the son of Kyle and Jodi Meyer of Bland.

spurs and 19.2 Ibs. Lydia’s bird measured with a 9 inch beard, 1.75 inch spurs and 25 Ibs. They are the children of Josh

and Katie Schaning of Owensville.

TRUGK SEASUN

2024 Chevy sif v 0156'0"' e

W

if TOTAL .
VALUE

o s ——
e-on all 2024 Silverado m@erew Cab!.
,~LTZ & High Country'Models when '+
you trade in an eligibleW@hicle.” . )

$2,750 CASH ALLOWANCE
+$2,250 TRADE ASSISTANCE

son well-qualified buyers get

OW
2.9% 12
| ( s MONTHS?

- phone: 636-583-8000
- ¥ D s Hwy. 47 at Hwy. V
Union, MO 63084

AUTOMOTIVE GROUP www.JimTrenayrUnion.com

"Must trade in a 2010 model year or newer vehicle. Not available with special financing, lease and some other offers. Take new retail delivery by 4/30/24. 2Monthly payment is $15.15 for every $1,000 you finance. Example down payment: 11.2%. Must financie with GM
Financial. Some customers may not qualify. Not available with lease and some other offers. Take new retail delivery by 4/30/24

Together let's drive’
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BLAKE KOCH, 10, harvested his first turkey over the
weekend. It weighed 23 Ibs. with a 10 inch beard. Blake is
the son of Brian and Heidi Koch of Owensville.

FAYE GEISLER, (left, photo above) poses with her brother Harley and her first gobbler that weighed 26 lbs and had
a 9 inch beard. Harley (photo right) proudly shows off his turkey taken over the weekend. His turkey weighed 26 Ibs
and had a 10 inch beard. He won 3rd place in the Belle youth contest. They are the children of Josh Geisler.

RETRACTABLE BED COVERS

The XR Series com-
bines the PRO
MX with the
integrated Trax
Rail System
that allows
for unique and
personal customization
above your tonneau cover. The
RetraxPRO XR, our premium
Aluminum Series cover, combines industrial strength aluminum
construction with an incredibly resilient matte finish.

R REALTRUCK( ===

INSTANT SAVINGS

OF $100 OFF REVOLVER" X4s

Offer Valid April 11 - 30, 2024

Consumer Promotion. Valid in U.S.

¥ REALTRUCK ( upscorzs

INSTANT SAVINGS

OF $150 OFF ARMORFLEX

Offer Valid April 11 - 30, 2024

Consumer Promotion. Valid in U.S.

Enhances & Protects
New - Used Trucks
OEM Paint Code
Color Match

b= Available Preferred
| Over Drop-In
Plastic Liners

Complete Line Of Quality Accessories
Ccessorles www.EAccessoriesUnlimited.com

* Running Boards « Professional Installation

« Tool Boxes * Performance Products
 Bug Shields * Mud Flaps  Floor Mats
 Nerf Bars « Sprayed On Truck Liners

* Bed Liners « Brake Controllers  Hitches
* Bed Covers « Lift Kits & Much More. . .

5475 Hwy 100 East Washington, Mo.

e Sprayed On Truck
I Liners
[ Good thru April 30, 2024 « Limit 1 coupon.

Cannot be combined with any other sale
1 o discount.
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DRIFTWOOD OUTDOORS

Catch spring slabs when crappie come shallow

Crappie fishing is a signal spring is upon.
When “slabs”, as big crappie are called, are
found close to shore, you should also expect
turkeys to be gobbling and morel mushrooms
to be popping. I’ve often said, if [ were in
charge, we’d have
10 Octobers and two
Aprils. In my book,
were entering the
second best outdoors
month of the year.

Crappieareacom-
mon panfish. They’re
funto catch and great
to eat. Using min-
nows under slip-bob-
bers is a common
tactic for catching
crappies, but jigs of-
ten work just as well.
This time of year,

by BRANDON BUTLER

still must know where they’re at. If you
don’t have a boat, there are many options
for fishing from shore.

As water temperatures continue to rise,
crappieare drawnto the warmer shallow wa-
ter along the shore
and in the back
of bays. Standing
timber in shallow
water shouldbe one
of'yourkey targets.
Fallen trees, brush
piles and man-
made structures,
like docks or water
intakes, are also
prime locations to
find shallow water
crappie.

I’'vebeenfishing
the same lake for a

you’ll catch crappie

shallow. I'm talking in less than 10-feet
of water. You’ll want to find solid bottoms
around brush or near drop-offs on ledges.
The crappie bite might be strong, but you

few weeks waiting
on the crappie to move shallow. Just the
other night, they finally showed up where
I’ve been waiting for them. When I pitched
my bait to the end of a fallen tree, a beauti-

Save on Windows & Doors!

BUY ONE, GET ONE

m 50 Money Down

400~

INTEREST ACCRUES FROM THE DATE OF PURCHASE BUT IS WAIVED IF PAID IN FULLWITHIN 12 MONTHS - MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

50 Interest
50 Monthly Payments

for 12 months'

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL'SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

M
A

i< %
\Z )

UsA

Call by April 30
for your FREE consultation.

L 855-972-8539

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 4/30/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 money down, $0
monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 12/25/2023 and 4/30/2024. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost
window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period.
Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status.
Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. CA License
CLSB #1050316. Central CA License #1096271. License #RCE-50303. OR License #198571.WA License #RENEWAP877BM. WA License #RENEWAWS56KE. FL License #CGC1527613.All other license numbers available
upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2024 Andersen

Corporation. All rights reserved. This was delivered via your local newspaper. RBA13669

*Using U.S. and imported parts.

ful 11-inch crappie slammed my minnow.
I couldn’t believe how aggressive the bite
was. [ dropped the fish in my basket and put
on another minnow. A minute later, I was
dropping in another keeper.

Personally, I'm a bobber man. Grandpa
used to get all fancy with his slip bobbers.
He’d use these long, tall pencil bobbers. |
believe he thought of himself as some sort
of panfish master, making his own jigs and
all, but I don’t think one needs to make it so
complicated. Just stick with a nice, simple
slip bobber.

My preferred bait for targeting crappie is
minnows. I usually fish them between two
and four feet deep. Many crappie anglers
swear by jigs. Forme, there’s just something
about watching abobber dance. So, whether
you like casting or you like pitching min-
nows under bobbers, both methods work
extremely well when the bite is on.

To find big crappies, even in the spring,
you’re going to have to do some exploring.
A tip I tend to follow when targeting a big
body of water is to break the lake down into
smaller lakes. There are crappie all over on

big reservoirs, so what you want to do is
pick a cove or a finger and dissect it. Learn
it. Know it. You’ll be way better off having
a thorough knowledge of a particular area
than a general knowledge of the whole lake.

While you’re fishing this time of year,
keep in mind you may also luck into a find
of morel mushrooms. Good areas to look for
morels include south-facing slopes, around
fallenlogs and around the bases of elm trees,
especially dead ones. South-facing slopes
are prime spots early in the season because
they warm up first.

Thespringtrifectaistokill aturkey, catch
acrappie, and find a morel mushroom in the
same day. If you can pull this off and put all
three of these gifts from nature on a dinner
table at the same time, then my friend, you
will be experiencing a meal money can’t
buy. Forget eating like a king or queen.
Royalty wouldn’t know what to do with a
Midwestern meal this good.

See you down the trail....

For more Driftwood Outdoors, check
outthe podcast onwww.driftwoodoutdoors.
com or anywhere podcasts are streamed.

DENTAL
Insurance

Great coverage for retirees.

Coverage for cleanings,
fillings, crowns — even
dentures! Get dental
insurance from
Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.

Get your FREE Information Kit
It's easy! Call today

1-888-925-9401

Dental50PIlus.com/Gasconade

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To find a network provider, go to
physiciansmutual.com/find-dentist. This specific offer not available in CO, NV, NY, VA - call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your
state. Certificate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469, P150/B439 (GA: P154GA; OK: P1540K; TN: PI54TN).

6347
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CAMERON RYERSON, (photo left) of Owensville took first place with a 27.8 Ib. turkey with two beards (9.75 inches and 7.5 inches). Second place wend to MACKLIN NEIGH
(center) of Sullivan with a 26.5 Ib. turkey with a 9 inch and 6 inch beard. KWINTON GREEN, (right) of Belle took 3rd place in the Owensville area youth turkey hunt with his first
double beard gobbler. More youth turkey photos will appear in next week’s Republican.

TDOOR SPEC/IALS

= vﬁv, |

17 FORD ESCAPE SE
FWD, 2.0L Turbo, Automatic,
#P11218

16 CHEVY TAHOE LTZ
4x4 LTZ 4dr, Loaded,
#P11126

’19 RAM 1500 LARAMIE

4x4 Laramie 4dr Crew Cab
5.6 ft. SB, #P11167

‘20 SILVERADO 1500
4x4, RST 4dr Crew Cab 5.8
ft. SB, #P11214

11 RAM 1500 LARAMIE

4x4 Laramie 4dr Crew Cab
5.5 ft. SB, #P11219

’18 DODGE
CHARGER GT - AWD

Very nice car with heated
front seats & sunroof,
#P11029

’16 SILVERADO 1500

’15 HONDA CR-V EX

4x4 LT 4dr Double Cab 6.5 ft.
SB, #P11200

AWD EX 4dr SUV,
#P11222

’18 FORD F-150 XLT
4x4 XLT 4dr SuperCrew 5.5 ft.
SB, #P11172
MATCHING SHELL

S

'14 SIERRA 3500HD SLT
4x4 SLT 4dr Crew Cab LB
SRW, #P11169

’07 GMC SIERRA

2500HD CLASSIC SL1
4dr Extended Cab SB,
#P11157

’20 EQUINOX PREMIER
4x4 Premier 4dr SUV w/1L.Z
#P11109

’20 SILVERADO 1500
4x4 RST 4dr Double Cab
6.6 ft. SB, #P11215

19 KIA OPTIMA EX
EX 4dr Sedan,
#P11217

18 COLORADO Z71
4x4 Z71 4dr Crew Cab 5 ft.
SB, #P11194

14 VOLKSWAGEN
PASSAT

2.0L TDI SE 4dr Sedan 6A w/

Sunroof, # P11207

Check Out Our Full Inventory
in HD Online at wwwv.
countyseatmotorsinc.com

3 (of 100) Great Reasons to Buy From
County Seat:
1) Selection 2) Credit Union Financing*

3) Service Protection Plans
facebook.com/County Seat MotorsUnion
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“My biggest worry is that when I’'m dead and gone, my wife will sell
my fishing gear for what | said | paid for it.” —Koos Brandt

2ITS REAL VALUE®
ISINALL THE JOBS IT CAN DU

poses with her first turkey. She harvested the jake in Gasconade
County on Saturday, the first day of Youth Turkey Season.

0% for 72 Months and
or CASH BACK?

Respond to the everyday needs of your operation quickly
and efficiently, without breaking the bank. Master your ever-
increasing workload with WORKMASTER Compact series

tractors. Learn more about these 25 and 40 HP tractors at sz NEW HOLLAND
www.newholland.com/na. RICULTURE

Rosebud Tractor & Equipment Company
241 Hwy. 50 » Rosebud, Mo. ¢ 573-764-3393 P ——

RTE of Morrison
1073 Hwy. 100 e Morrison, Mo. e 573-294-7191

RTE of Li —
1325 l(\)/lainlgtlrjaet e Linn, Mo. ® 573-764-2249 ﬁun Tn A c'l’l_nn

" For commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualification and approval by CNH Industrial Capital America LLC or CNH Industrial Capital Canada Ltd. See your participat-
ing New Holland dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Eligible equipment limited to dealer inventory in stock. Previous retail sales are not eligible. Down payment may be required.

[ ] Offer good through March 31, 2024. Not all customers or applicants may qualify for this rate or term. CNH Industrial Capital America LLC or CNH Industrial Capital Canada Ltd. standard terms
and conditions will apply. This transaction will be unconditionally interest free. Canada Example: The interest rate will be 0.00% per annum for a total contract term of 60 months. Based on
INDUSTRIAL CAPITAL retail contract date of January 1, 2024, with a suggested retail price on a new WORKMASTER 25 T4B Tractor of ($27,236.00, customer provides down payment of ($5,447.20 and finances the

balance of ($21,788.80 at 0.00% per annum for 60 months. There will be 60 equal monthly payments of (5363.14; provided that the amount of the last payment may be slightly different
due to rounding. The total amount payable will be (527,236.00, which includes finance charges of ($0.00. Taxes, freight, setup, delivery, additional options or attachments not included in
suggested retail price. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice.

PEYTON SELLS, 12 harvestedthisdouble bearded gObbler Suﬂday 2 Cash back amounts vary and are applied at time of sale. ~ Limited time offer; subject to change or cancellation without notice.
moming Wlth hlS grandpa Eddle La ke. Peyton iS the son OfTOﬂi and :igzﬁlszﬂil‘:gmv\lzli?gn;ﬁg:?d%alfi::I(I]:lagf}:;;‘eesse'rved.(NHIndustrlal(apnaland New Holland are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed
Galen Wells of Owensville. His bird weighed in at 19 Ibs.




